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I can recommend this book to anyone with an 
academic or research interest in the biology of 
leukocytes. It contains 26 papers given at the First 
International Conference on Leukocyte Locomo- 
tion and Chemotaxis, held in Gersau (Switzerland) 
in May 1982. They have been printed from camera- 
ready copy to a high standard, thus explaining the 
commendable rapidity with which this interesting 
and important collection of articles has appeared. 
A number of the world’s most distinguished 
researchers in this wide and divergent field par- 
ticipated in what was a lively meeting (the discus- 
sion sessions are also included - a good feature). 
Thus there are papers on the chemotaxis of tumour 
cells (Varani and Ward), the motility and locomo- 
tion of neutrophils (Keller) and mechanisms for 
contact guidance (Wilkinson et al.) as well as on 
the molecular events underlying adherence and 
migration (Shiffman et al.). In the latter context it 
was a pity not to see more discussion of 
phospholipid turnover and the generation by 
neutrophils of antiphospholipase proteins as this is 
an active and productive area of current 
investigation. 
The second part of the book deals with 
leukocyte mediators and contains useful reviews 
on leukotriene Bq and lipid chemotactic factors. 
Another very lively area of leukocyte research is on 
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the dynamics of cell surface receptors. This type of 
study - delightfully possible in a cell type that can 
be prepared in large numbers in a relatively 
homogenous population, which can be ‘cultured’ 
or maintained over longish periods and which per- 
forms several eminently measurable physiological 
and biochemical functions - has led to a number 
of important findings which have general implica- 
tions elsewhere in biology. Thus there are articles 
on FMLP and CSa receptors and the regulation of 
their numbers and affinity (receptor renewal, inter- 
nalisation etc.). This last cluster of articles con- 
tains uniquely North American contributions 
(from the top laboratories) and establishes the 
book as an important and accessible source of in- 
formation in receptor-recognition biology. 
The final papers concern ionic changes within 
activated leukocytes, the pathological conse- 
quences of leukocyte activation and clinical 
disorders of leukocyte locomotion. 
This is very much an experimentalists book (with 
relatively little emphasis on clinical conditions such 
as relevance to inflammation) which will obviously 
be of much more use to basic scientists than 
clinicians. 
Robin Hoult 
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